Associated liver disease in alcoholic pancreatitis.
Two studies investigating the association of liver disease with acute and chronic pancreatitis in alcoholics are presented. In a retrospective study of 50 patients, no clinical liver disease was found in 9 patients with acute pancreatitis, while 23 (56%) of 41 patients with chronic pancreatitis had liver disease by clinical criteria. Of this latter group, 8 were confirmed histologically; thus 19% of patients with chronic pancreatitis had biopsy-proven cirrhosis. Fifty alcoholic patients with pancreatitis were prospectively evaluated. All who had clinical evidence of liver disease were biopsied. No cases of liver disease were encountered in the 4 patients with acute pancreatitis. Although 28 (60%) cases of clinically diagnosed liver disease were present in 46 patients with chronic pancreatitis, only 20 of these seemed significant (cirrhosis, alcoholic hepatitis, severe fatty liver), for an incidence of 43%. Thus, clinically significant alcoholic liver disease occurs quite frequently in association with alcoholic pancreatitis. This association is meaningful in more effective management of these patients in general and in preoperative assessment of the risk of surgery in particular.